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Public  Health  Staff 


HEPTON  R.D.C. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — 

R.  0.  WEBSTER,  13. Sc.,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  D.C.H. 
(Resigned  August  31st,  1948). 

•J.  LYONS,  M.B.,  'h.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P., 

D.P.H.  (Appointed  November  1st,  1948). 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health — 

G.  A.  WILT  HEW,  M.B.,  B.S.,  B.Sc. 

Sanitary  Inspector — 

W.  SMITH,  M.S.I.A.,  C.R.S.I. 

WEST  RIDING  COUNTY  COUNCIL 

Preventive  Medical  Services:  Health  Division  19. 

Staff  with  duties  in  the  Hepton  Rural  District. 

Divisional  Medical  Officer — As  above  (M.O.H.) 
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M.O.H.) . 

Medical  Officer  to  Hebden  Bridge  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Clinic — 

Dr.  MADELEINE  A.  DOWDALL,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 
Hebden  Bridge; 


County  Oculist — 

R.  BURNS,  M.B.,  B.Ch. 

School  Dental  Officer—- 

J.  TODD,  L.D.S. 

Health  Visitor — 

E.  J.  M.  HOLLINRAKE,  S.R.N.,  S.R.F.N., 

S.C.M. 


Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor — 

B.  G.  NICHOLL,  S.R.N. 


Mental  Health  Social  Worker — 

Miss  S.  PENNINGTON,  B.A.  (Soc.  Admin.) 

Home  Nurse/ Midwives — 

M.  COGAN,  S.R.N. , C.M.B. 

I.  COLLUMBELL,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B. 
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HEPTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  FIEALTH 

Abraham  Ormerod  Medical  Centre, 
Todmorden. 

October,  1949. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council 

Gentlemen, 

My  first  Annual  Report,  like  those  of  my  worthy  pre- 
decessors, is  devoted  largely  to  the  vital  statistics  of  the 
district.  I am  anxious,  however,  to  present  not  merely  a 
list  of  figures,  but  a brief  survey  of  the  various  health 
services  at  the  disposal  of  the  Hepton  Community. 
Some  of  these  services  are  not  administered  by  your  Coun- 
cil but  all  have  a direct  bearing  on  the  jmblic  health  and 
are  therefore  of  vital  concern  to  you.  My  joint  appointment 
as  Divisional  Medical  Officer  for  the  YVest  Riding  County 
Council’s  health  services  and  as  your  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  makes  this  task  easier.  The  fact  that  it  was  during 
1948  that  the  National  Health  Service  came  into  operation, 
bringing  with  it  so  many  revolutionary  changes,  gives 
additional  support  for  a review  of  this  kind.  I have  also 
introduced  a table  of  comparison  of  vital  statistics  in  the 
live  authorities  comprising  this  Division.  I hope  that  these 
departures  from  the  usual  procedure  will  meet  with  your 
approval. 

The  statistics  of  infectious  diseases  reveal  that  during 
the  year  1948  the  district  was  free  from  any  serious 
epidemics,  and  it  is  particularly  gratifying  to  note  that 
once  again  there  was  not  a single  case  of  diphtheria  notified. 
This  is  a tribute  both  to  the  effectiveness  of  the  immunisa- 
tion campaign  and  to  the  general  state  of  health  of  the 
children.  Nearly  70  per  cent  of  children  in  the  Hepton 
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district  between  the  ages  of  1 and  15  years  have  been 
immunised  against  diphtheria  and  it  is  hoped  materially  to 
increase  this  percentage  during  the  next  few  years.  Further- 
more, it  is  proposed  to  increase  very  greatly,  the  number 
of  children  who  have  had  “ boosting  ” or  “ refresher 
inoculations  which  give  added  protection  against  the  disease. 
This  will  be  done  at  special  immunisation  sessions  to  be  held 
in  the  schools. 

No  report  in  these  difficult  days  can  be  considered 
complete  without  some  reference  to  the  housing  situation. 
Considerable  progress  is  being  made  by  your  Council  in  the 
building  of  new  houses,  but  the  deplorable  housing  condi- 
tions of  many  families  still  on  the  waiting  list  indicate  that 
much  has  still  to  be  done.  More  than  a few  of  the  older 
houses  have  serious  sanitary  defects,  but  the  high  cost  of 
repairs,  coupled  with  the  more  or  less  static  position  of 
rents,  has  discouraged  owners  from  carrying  out  improve- 
ments. The  public  often  imagine  that  in  such  cases  the 
Council  can  step  in  and,  with  or  without  the  assistance  of 
the  Courts,  compel  action  to  be  taken,  but,  in  point  of 
fact,  this  opportunity  does  not  often  arise.  The  Housing  Act 
of  1936  only  allows  of  such  a procedure  when  the  repairs  in 
question  will  make  the  house  fit  “in  every  respect  ’’  and 
when  the  cqst  is  “reasonable”,  the  yardstick  for  the  latter 
requirement  being  the  amount  of  the  rent.  As  the  cost  has 
risen  sharply  whilst  the  rent  has  remained  static  it  will  be 
appreciated  that  the  necessary  conditions  rarely  apply.  In 
view  of  the  economic  and  other  difficulties  in  the  way  of  any 
expansion  of  the  programme  of  new  building,  the  problem 
of  dealing  constructively  and  conservatively  with  these 
older  properties  must  inevitably  attract  more  attention  in 
the  next  year  or  two. 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the 
Council  for  their  kindness,  patience  and  co-operation,  and 
to  thank  Mr.  Smith,  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  his  able 
assistance  in  tackling  the  numerous  problems  of  the  Health 
Department. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LYONS, 

M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  I 


Vital  Statistics 


Statistics — 

A roa : 21,7 69  acres . 

Population:  Registrar  General's  estimate  of  Resident 
Population,  mid-1948,  8,880. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses:  1,568. 

Rateable  value:  £83,301. 

Product  of  a penny  rate:  £180. 


Summary  of  Vital  Statistics — 


Total 

M 

F 

Live  Births— 

Legitimate 

56 

36 

20 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  esti- 

Illegitimate 

5 

3 

2 

mated  resident  Population:  15.7  1 

Still  Births — 

Legitimate 

2 

_ 

2 

Rate  per  1.000  total  (live  and 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

still)  births:  31.7 

All  Deaths 

55 

28 

27 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  esti- 
mated resident  population:  14.2 

Deaths  of  infants 
under  1 year — 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths 

Legitimate 

1 

_ 

1 

under  1 year  per  1,000  live  births): 

Illegitimate 

" 

_ 

16.0 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  HEPTON  RURAL  DISTRICT 


1948 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

M. 

F. 

1. 

Typhoid  or  Paratyphoid  Fevers  ... 

— 

— 

2. 

Cerebro-spmal  Fever 

— 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

— 

— 

7. 

Other  form  of  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

8. 

Syphilitic  Diseases  ... 

1 

— 

9. 

Influenza 

1 

— 

10. 

Measles 

— 

— 

11. 

Ac.  Polio-myelitis  and  Polio-encephalitis 

— 

— 

12. 

Ac.  Infantile  Encephalitis  ... 

— 

— 

13. 

Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  and  Oesophagus 
(M)  and  Uterus  (F)  ... 

_ 

_ 

14. 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

1 

— 

15. 

Cancer  of  Breast  ... 

— 

— 

16. 

Cancer  of  All  Other  Sites  ... 

2 

5 

17. 

Diabetes 

2 

1 

18. 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions 

1 

5 

19. 

Heart  Disease 

16 

11 

20. 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  ... 

— 

1 

21. 

Bronchitis 

3 

— 

22. 

Pneumonia  ... 

— 

1 

23. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

— 

— 

24. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ... 

— 

— 

25. 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  ... 

— 

— 

26. 

Appendicitis  ... 

— 

— 

27. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  ... 

— 

— 

28. 

Nephritis 

— 

— 

29. 

Puerperal  and  Post  abortion  sepsis 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

— 

— 

31. 

Premature  Birth  ... 

— 

— 

32. 

Congenital  Malformation,  Birth  Injury; 
Infancy  Diseases 

33. 

Suicide 

— 

— 

34. 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

i 

— 

35. 

Other  Violent  Causes 

— 

— 

36. 

All  Other  Causes  ... 

— 

3 

TOTAL  ... 

28 

27 
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PRINCIPAL  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1958 

Based  on  Registrar-General’s  Figures 


Heton 
Rural 
□ •strict 

Aggregate 
West  Riding 
Urban 
Districts 

West  Riding 
Admin. 
County 

England  and 
Wales. 

( Provisional 
figures ) 

BIRTH  RATE 

(per  1,000  estimated  population) 

1S.7 

18.3 

18.5 

17.9 

DEATH  RATES 

(All  per  1,000  estimated  population) 

All  Causes 

14.2 

11.8 

11.3 

10.8 

Zymotic  Diseases  (seven  principal)* 

Nil 

0.12 

0.12 

• * 

Tuberculosis  o(  Respiratory  System 

Nil 

0.37 

0.37 

0.44 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

Nil 

0.07 

0.07 

0.07 

Respiratory  Diseases  y 

(excluding  tuberculosis  of  respiratory 
system  ) 

1.03 

1.34 

1.29 

* * 

Cancer 

2.06 

1.83 

1.74 

1.86 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  f 

7.22 

3.98 

3.73 

* * 

INFANT  MORTALITY 
( Deaths  under  one  year  per  1,000  live 
births  ) 

16 

38 

39 

34 

DIARRHOEA  : 

(Deaths  in  infants  under  two  years  of  age 
per  1,000  live  births ) 

Nil 

4.17 

4.38 

3.3 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

( Deaths  of  mothers  in  childbirth  per 

1,000  live  and  still  births) 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Nil 

0.09 

0.10 

0.  24 

Other  Causes 

Nil 

1.02 

1.05 

0.78 

TOTAL 

Nil 

mi 

1.15 

1.02 

* Combined  death  rate  from  smallpox  (if  any),  scarlet  fever, 
enteric  fever,  diphtheria,  measles,  whooping  cough,  also 
diarrhoea  in  infants  under  2 years  of  age. 


t Combined  death  rate  from  bronchitis,  pneumonia  and  other 
Respiratory  Diseases,  excluding  Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory 
System. 

t Combined  death  rate  from  Heart  Disease  and  other  Diseases  of 
the  Circulatory  Sysstem. 

**  Figures  not  available. 
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Principal  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  1948 

Based  on  Registrar  General’s  Figures 
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SECTION  II. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services 
A.  Hospitals 

There  is  no  hospital  in  Hepton  District.  Patients  requir- 
ing hospital  treatment  are  referred  as  a rule  to  hospitals 
under  the  administration  of  the  Halifax  Hospitals  Manage- 
ment Committee  (National  Health  Service).  Included  in 
this  group  are  the  Halifax  General  Hospital,  Royal  Halifax 
Infirmary,  St.  John  s Hospital  (for  the  aged  and  chronic 
sick),  Northowram  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases,  Shelf 
Sanatorium,  Todmorden  Rielden  Hospital  (for  long  stay 
medical  cases  in  children),  and  Todmorden  Stansfield  View 
Institution. 

Defore  5th  July,  1948  (the  “ appointed  day  ” of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act)  the  1'ielden  Hospital  was 
owned  by  Todmorden  Corporation  and  used  as  an  isolation 
hospital.  Also  before  this  date  the  Todmorden  Institution 
was  controlled  by  the  West  Riding  County  Council  and  used 
as  a Public  Assistance  Institution;  it  is  now  being  converted 
for  use  as  an  Institution  for  mental  defectives. 

Maternity  beds  are  available  at  both  the  Halifax 
General  and  Royal  Infirmary.  Priority  in  booking  is  given 
to  abnormal  cases,  mothers  expecting  their  first  child,  and 
mothers  with  unsatisfactory  home  conditions. 

Special  hospitals  (e.g. , Mental  Hospitals,  special 
Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Tuberculosis  Sanatoria,  etc.)  outside 
the  Halifax  area  are  available  when  required;  they  are 
situated  in  various  parts  of  the  so-called  “ Leeds  Hospital 
Region  ” which  in  fact  extends  into  all  three  Ridings. 


B.  Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home 

Before  5th  July,  1948,  this  was  carried  out  by  the 
Hebden  Bridge  District  Nursing  Association.  After  5th  July, 
the  West  Riding  County  Council  took  over  full  responsibility 
for  both  home  nursing  and  midwifery,  and  from  that  date 
until  the  end  of  the  year  the  two  nurses  were  employed 
by  the  West  Riding  County  Council  as  full-time  Home 
Nurse/ Midwives. 
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C.  Ambulance  Facilities 


The  County  Council  took  over  the  control  of  the  ambu- 
lance formerly  provided  by  the  Ilebden  Royd  and  Hepton 
Joint  Ambulance  Committee  towards  the  end  of  1947  in 
anticipation  of  the  operation  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  1948.  The  ambulance  continued  to  operate  from 
Hebden  Bridge  as  previously,  supplemented  when  necessary 
by  the  ambulance  at  Todmorden  which  had  also  passed  to 
the  control  of  the  County  Council.  The  ambulance  formerly 
owned  by  the  Fielden  Joint  Hospital  Committee,  Todmor- 
den, was  used  for  all  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

D.  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres 

There  are  no  clinics  or  treatment  centres  in  the  Hepton 
Rural  District,  but  mothers  and  children  resident  in  the 
area  can  attend  the  Pitt  Street  Clinic,  Hebden  Bridge. 

E.  Laboratory  Facilities 

These  are  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  (directed  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  for  the 
Ministry  of  Health)  at  a central  laboratory  in  Wakefield. 

F.  Issue  of  Anti-Toxin,  etc. 

Supplies  of  diphtheria  and  tetanus  anti-toxin  are  avail- 
able at  the  Halifax  Isolation  Hospital  and  the  Halifax 
General  Hospital  for  issue  to  medical  practitioners  requiring 
it.  By  arrangement  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board 
supplies  are  also  kept  at  the  Divisional  Health  Office,  The 
Medical  Centre,  Todmorden,  for  the  use  of  local  medical 
practitioners  in  the  division.  A supply  of  reagents  for  diph- 
theria immunisation  is  also  available  free  of  charge  to 
private  practitioners  who  have  undertaken  to  participate  in 
the  West  Riding  County  Council’s  scheme  of  immunisation. 
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SECTION  III. 


W.R.C.C.  PREVENTIVE  HEALTH  SERVICES 


A.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

Home  Visiting  of  Infants 

Total  number  of  births  lo  Hepton  mothers  ...  ...  68 

Number  of  first  visits  to  children  under  1 year  ...  59 

Total  number  of  visits  to  children  under  1 year  ...  280 

Total  number  of  visits  to  children  aged  1 — 5 years  ...  341 


Day  Nursery  Accommodation 

There  is  a Lay  Nursery  situated  in  the  centre  of  Hebden 
Bridge  to  which  children  from  the  Hepton  Rural  District 
can  be  admitted,  priority  being  granted  on  health  grounds. 

Care  of  Premature  Infants 

Special  equipment  and  nursing  staff  are  available  for 
use  in  the  home  in  cases  requiring  them. 

Provision  of  Maternity  Outfits 

These  are  provided  free  to  mothers  preparing  for  con- 
finement in  their  own  homes. 

B.  Midwifery  Service 

Number  of  confinements  at  home  ...  ...  ...  37 

Number  of  confinements  in  hospital  ...  ...  ...  31 

C.  Home  Nursing  Service.  See  Section  II. 

D.  Ambulance  Service.  Sec  Section  11. 

E.  Health  Visiting 

The  duties  of  the  Health  Visitor  are  combined  with 
those  of  School  Nurse.  In  pursuance  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act  the  scope  of  this  service  includes  home  visiting 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  advice  as  to  the  care  of  children, 
and  persons  (including  adults)  suffering  from  illness,  and 
of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers.  The  Health  Visitor  also 
gives  advice  in  the  home  as  to  measures  necessary  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  infection. 
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F.  Home  Helps 


Owing  to  the  severe  shortage  of  labour  in  this  district 
it  was  not  possible  to  recruit  any  Home  Helps  during  1948. 

G.  Care  and  After  care 

Special  provisions  are  in  operation  for  the  care  and 
after  care  of  patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  mental 
illness  or  defect,  venereal  disease,  and  other  illnesses. 

H.  School  Health  Service 

Number  of  Schools  in  district  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  children  in  attendance  at  school  at  end 

of  1948  245 

Number  of  children  examined  at  school  during  1948  103 

This  figure  being  made  up  as  follows:  — 

Routine  examinations  . . . . . . 66 

Additional  children  specially  examined 

at  request  of  parent  . . . . 2 

Re-examinations 35 

Number  of  above  children  referred  for  treatment  ...  14 

I.  Immunisation  and  Vaccination 

In  accordance  with  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  vaccination  iagainst 
smallpox  may  be  done  either  at  the  clinic  or  by  the  family 
doctor. 
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Number  of  Children  in  Hepton  Rural  District  who  had 
completed  a full  course  of  immunisation  at  any  time  to 
31st  December,  1948 


SECTION  IV. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Summary  of  Notifications  received  in  year  1948 

DISEASE  Total  Cases  Notified 


Smallpox 
Scarlet  Fever  ... 

Diptheria 

Typhoid  and  Para- Typhoid 
Cerebro- Spinal  Fever  ... 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Pneumonia 
Erysipelas 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum 
Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles  ... 

Whooping  Cough 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 


1 


8 

10 

2 


26 


Tuberculosis 


The  number  of  new  cases  notified  during  1948  are  given 
in  detail  in  the  following  table:  — 

NEW  CASES 


AGE  PERIOD 
0—  1 
1—  5 
5—10 
10—15 
15—20 
20—25 
25 — 35 
35—45 
45 — 55 
55—65 
65  and  over 


Respiratory  NonTtespiratory 

M.  F.  M.  F. 


1 


1 
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HEPTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
Year  ending  December  31st,  1948 

Health  Department, 

District  Bank  Chambers, 
Hebden  Bridge. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Hepton  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  as  Sanitary  Inspector 
to  the  Hepton  Rural  District  Council  for  the  year  1948. 

Water  Supplies 

The  only  parts  of  the  district  provided  with  the  Coun- 
cil’s water  supply  are  the  village  of  Heptonstall,  the 
Edgehey  Green  and  Colden  District  and  certain  houses  in 
Wadsworth,  Heptonstall,  and  Erringden,  which  fringe  on 
the  Hebden  Royd  U.D.C.'s  area,  and  are  supplied  by  that 
authority. 

In  all,  some  020  houses  are  supplied  with  water  from 
these  supplies  direct  to  the  houses,  no  houses  being  supplied 
by  means  of  stand  pipes. 

Heptonstall  Supply 

This  supply  is  purchased  in  bulk  from  the  Halifax 
Corporation,  and  is  pumped  from  their  filter  house  at  Hollin 
Hall,  Wadsworth,  to  the  Council’s  service  Reservoir  at 
Cross  Hill,  Heptonstall,  by  means  of  an  electrically  operated 
centrifugal  pump. 
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The  consumption  of  water  since  the  installation  of  the 


supply  has  been  as  follows 

1933- 84  

1934- 35  

1935- 36  

1936- 37  

1937- 38  

1938- 39  

1939- 46  

1940- 41  

1941- 42  

1942- 43  

1943- 44  

1944- 45  

1945- 46  

1946- 47  

1947- 48  


...  1,939,000  gallons 

...  2,432,000  ,, 

...  2,326,000  ,, 

...  2,828,000  ,, 

...  2,326,000  ,, 

...  2,445,000  ,, 

3,656,000  ,, 

...  4,601,000  „ 

...  4,450,000  ,, 

...  4,897,000  ,, 

...  4,921,000  ,, 

...  4,950,000  ,, 

...  4,905,000  ,, 

...  5,522,000  ,, 

...  5,720,000  ,, 


Colden  Supply 

This  supply  is  obtained  from  a well  at  Edgehey  Green 
and  is  pumped  into  a small  elevated  storage  tank.  This 
supply  is  not  adequate,  and  has  failed  on  two  occasions 
during  the  year. 

The  Council  have  approved  a scheme  to  extend  the 
mains  supply  from  Heptonstall  and  it  is  desired  that  an 
early  start  will  be  made  on  the  work- 


Charlestown 

Some  of  the  existing  supplies  in  the  Charlestown  area 
are  indequate  and  polluted.  The  district  is  within  the 
statutory  limits  of  supply  of  the  Todmorden  Corporation, 
but  they  have  informed  the  Council  that  they  are  only  able 
to  afford  an  intermittent  supply.  In  view  of  this  limitation, 
the  Council  are  now  negotiating,  with  the  consent  of  the 
Todmorden  Corj>oration,  to  purchase  water  in  bulk  from 
Halifax  Corporation. 

Wadsworth 

Apart  from  a few  houses  supplied  from  the  neighbouring 
Hebden  Royd  U.D.C.  there  are  no  publicly  owned  supplies 
in  this  parish. 
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During  the  year  a -Joint  Water  Scheme  between  Hepton 
R.D.C.  and  Hebden  Royd  U.D.C.  was  approved  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  and  main  laying  has  commenced- 


The  scheme  will  serve  all  the  populated  parts  of  the 
parish. 

Number  of  samples  taken  for:  — 

1.  Bacteriological  examination  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

2-  Chemical  examination  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Of  the  five  unsatisfactory  supplies,  3 supplies  have 
been  made  satisfactory  and  2 still  remain  unsatisfactory. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage 

There  has  been  one  extension  to  the  sewers  during  the 
year,  that  being  in  the  village  of  Heptonstall  where  an 
extension  was  made  of  about  100  yards. 

A drainage  scheme  for  the  Parish  of  Wadsworth  has 
been  approved  by  the  Council  and  a scheme  for  the  Colden 
and  Jack  Bridge  district  of  the  Parish  of  Heptonstall  has 
been  prepared  for  consideration. 

When  these  schemes  are  completed  there  will  only 
remain  the  rather  more  sparsely  populated  part  of  Black- 
shawhead,  and  Erringden  still  requiring  main  drainage. 


Closet  Accommodation 

Generally  speaking  the  standard  of  sanitary  accommo- 
dation in  the  district  is  poor.  In  many  instances  one  closet 
lias  to  suffice  for  the  common  use  of  several  households. 
During  the  year  only  two  pail  closets  were  converted  to 
the  water  carriage  system,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  when  the 
Wadsworth  Drainage  Scheme  is  completed,  there  is  a better 
advantage  taken  of  the  Council’s  grant  of  £7  10s.  Od. 
towards  the  cost  of  carrying  out  conversions. 


Milk  Supply 

At  the  present  time  there  are  119  registered  producers 
of  milk  in  the  district,  but  of  this  number  30  are  registered 
only  for  the  production  of  butter  and  this  activity  is  now 
suspended. 


Of  the  remaining  89  producers  18  hold  T.T.  Licences 
and  9 Accredited  Licences- 

One  retailer's  name  was  removed  from  the  register 
during  the  year. 

One  new  cowshed  was  constructed  and  improvements 
carried  out  at  four  other  registered  premises. 

50  samples  of  milk  for  bacteriological  examination  were 
taken  by  the  West  Biding  County  Council  during  the  year 
of  which  18  were  unsatisfactory- 

Public  Cleansing 

Public  cleansing,  refuse  disposal  and  salvage  collection 
was  carried  out  during  the  year  at  a cost  of  £2,148. 

The  following  items  of  salvage  were  collected  and  sold 
during  the  year. 


Tons 

Cwts. 

£ 

s. 

d 

Scrap 

...  4 

13  ... 

12 

0 

0 

Mixed  paper 

...  26 

0 ... 

181 

0 

0 

Rags 

...  0 

3 ... 

3 

0 

0 

Total  ... 

...  30 

16  ... 

196 

0 

0 

Special  effort  was  continued  during  the  year  to  see 
that  every  house  is  provided  with  a proper  dustbin  and  to 
help  further  in  this  matter,  the  Council,  in  July,  introduced 
a scheme  whereby,  subject  to  the  owner  or  occupier  provid- 
ing a satisfactory  bin  they  undertake  to  carry  out  future 
replacements.  There  has  been  a fair  response  from  the 
public  and  51  bins  have  been  supplied  up  to  the  end  of 
the  year. 

Housing 

Housing  conditions  in  many  parts  of  the  district  still 
remain  unsatisfactory,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the 
problem  cannot  be  properly  dealt  with  owing  to  the  housing 
shortage. 

The  Council  have,  however,  during  the  year  taken  action 
under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  in  respect  of 
three  cottages. 

A total  of  1,187  houses  have  now  been  surveyed  under 
the  Rural  Housing  Survey  and  the  remaining  houses  still 
to  be  inspected  are  mainly  in  the  more  outlying  parts  of  the 
district  and  include  farm  houses. 
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Fumigation 

Fumigation  of  furniture  has  been  carried  out  in  respect  of 
three  families  prior  to  their  removal  into  Council  houses. 

Nuisances 

The  number  of  nuisances  investigated  during  the  year, 
as  a result  of  complaint  or  found  during  routine  inspection, 
was  153,  and  in  addition,  12  were  outstanding  at  the  end  of 
1947,  total  105-  Of  these,  105  have  been  abated,  leaving  60 
outstanding. 

Abatement  of  most  of  the  nuisances  was  secured  by 
informal  action,  but  in  30  instances  it  was  found  necessary 
to  serve  formal  notices. 


Routine  Sanitary  Inspection 

Fried  Fish  Shops 
Bakehouses 
Refuse  Collection 
Refuse  Disposal 
Factories 
Shops  ... 

Public  Conveniences 
Petroleum  Stores 
Schools 

Dangerous  Buildings 
Public  Houses 
Drainage 
Water  Supplies 


VISITS 
..  2 
..  6 
..  60 
..  6 
..  29 
..  4 

..  10 
..  5 

..  4 

..  2 
..  2 
..  12 
..  10 


Tents,  Vans,  Sheds 

There  are  33  living  vans  in  the  district  and  are  mainly 
used  for  week-end  holiday  purposes  only. 


Meat  Inspection 

Since  centralisation  of  slaughtering,  the  two  private- 
slaughter  houses  in  the  district  have  been  closed  down. 

There  have  been,  however,  a considerable  number  of 
home  producer’s  pigs  killed  during  the  year  and  when 
requested,  inspection  of  the  carcases  has  been  carried  out. 

In  conclusion,  \ wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Mem- 
bers of  the  Council  for  the  assistance  rendered  to  me  in  the 
carrying  out  of  my  duties. 

I remain,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  respectfully, 

WALTER  SMITH, 

M.S.I.A.,  C.R.S.I. 
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